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_one, would then

.hiswrs‘-ThePNhas gone
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‘ old Gearing class destroyers from’the US navy|

. Garcia class from the US Navy). This has beefed

' necelve by this year-end, three P-3 Orion maritime |
- survelllance cum anti-submarine (MR/ASW) shore-
* based ' aircraftfrom- the US". to, augment’ Its{ .
- MR/ASW-'capability. :There are reports that ths|

" three.’, With ‘a range of about 7,500 km,” these

- south Arabian Sea and the Indlan Ocean. .
psandhmmmnttapm-t thePN--

I{E Pakistani Navy (PN) has undergone a

:major. qualitative and quantitative trans-

. formation in the :last: two years-and
fact .that this aspect has:gone largely. unnoﬂoed
© is symptomatic of the larger Indo-Pak relationship.
Being members. 'of  the Third World fraternity,
their respective ravies have a’ Cinderella status,

5

playet by the "army relegates the navy ‘even
furt into the .background.
‘FOr-fhstance, Pakistan has one of the highest

' . army-navy ratios in the world (32:1), (comparable
 figures. “for::India’ being

23:1 and for & major
maritime nation like the US being 1.4:1). But
despite this handicap, jn.1888-89, the PN. has
enhanced its capabilities considerably. It is the
. qualitative edge acquired that warrants attention.
Any kind of quantitative analysis alone becomes.
misleading in the case of navies. For instance,
the protection of merchant shipping for a maritime
state i3 often invoked as a basic naval function. .

. If size were the sole or predominant determinant,.

be:suggesting that -nations :like
: ave: the .largest

K parath 4
Gtvenvthe "basic parameters. of ‘cbasthing; is

~ purely quantitative bean-cou.nt analysis™ would
lead to wrong conclusions. If the force-level of
the ‘PN were-taken.as

‘and - holistic appreciation is: warranted.
..While the PN has no. doubt received lesser

‘ sister services, the 1971 éxperi--
the. negion in the

b from eieht mater
surface platforms to. 16 in'the last;three years..
+- While- the “greater; part of - the PN. comprlsed
and submarines acquired from France (Agosta
and Daphne),” in the last.two years, the PN:has
inducted eight destroyers and frigates (the Brooke:

up its ageing surface fleet. Besides, the PN is to

final friduction will be of six P-3/ Orions apd not.

mrcarﬁwﬂlgivethemalargesweepintothe

ation, #iven the, passion. s
jon, tha, | ; “arouses between. playets
two: nations. "But. in. the’ naval dimension

*’%&hﬂéﬂiﬂ Indianmw is nndoubtedly: the larger, .~

and -in' Pakistan’s case, the predominant roie.—‘rmmphm of .the two nielg bours,. the PN's

' Some of the most vital sea lanes of communication

- territories; Exelusive Economic, Zone: and’ reléted o
maritime -assets- that’obtain “on. both sides, ‘a -

" dimensions. . ‘The -recently ::acquired. - destroy-
" ersffrigates are -all>missile capable; as-are:the

-Iraq - the PN subma.nnes
Exooets gre. commtible with'
d_their, ;

.hostile:situation and this factor becomes a force-| { -
~multiplier-that will.enhance asymmeiry vis:a-vis|j
India. Thus, all these capabilities when viewed |!

.thePNiscausetorcomem Bythgverynat‘ure.

= it may not be unreasonable to suggest that the -
-- -hockey' field is sloping into the Indian goal and | -0
: thattheumpireandﬂ:e spectators are sympathetic R

toﬂleotherside” This -analogy may notbeas|
facile as it seems, for geography bestows certain
_permanent advantages and.:handicaps in -the:
maritime dimension — India’s peninsular exten-
sion mto ‘the Indian ocean for ‘example — and -
this in turn determines- the'contours of strategy. !
‘In this kind of a.ﬁ'amework. given the relative !

‘logical strategy. would be 'to; lmpose ¥gea-denial”
inthoseconﬂguousareaswheremelndian
Navy would. "like: to - establish - “sea-control.”

{SLOC) for:India run’ from-the west coast of the
ula to the Gulf and .given *he manner in
which the "sea-dexﬁa.l]wntrol‘_’ factor is determin-

ed, the hockey paradigm is clear and here the 1 .

lateést inductions -inte the PN come into focus.

Asy'mmetry has: always . been an- important |
determipant in any battle. Whether- it is stealth. |
or surprise, or the superiority.’ of fire-power, |
each side in an adversarial relationship attempts
to bring about 'this kind of asymmetry:

In the Indo-Pak -navil field, technology ﬁg i

it Is pertipant to note that both these determinants
i a cquired by ‘the PN, givhurthemthat

-acquired ‘the . first boat,- or :submarine in 1964

(India acqtﬂred a submarine after both Pakdstan || -

and Indonesia did): and -the missile’from that

e fj i thethlg dj‘::eNﬁmms'hb‘fmm}’b; . platform’-in_ the" early.: 80s.’ :In - the -current|{ -
of justification; avy sho * missile-caj i missi]
sm'e'E mes the sizé - of -the: PN. 'So,,a. more .. pable. - with proven los such as

inductions;’ the. PN :has’ the advantage of being
the Exocet and the Harpoon —in"a&ll" three

helicopters capable 'of being embarked on' these
platforms, and 'so are the. MRJASW sdrcraft and

t»NA‘l‘O plaﬂorma
andcontrol. syst

V" varitage of commonauty;;,mu ly, the BN}

may have': - acoess s toLin
early warning (AEW) rrqm ﬂ'lendly quarters ina

qualitatively increase the:ability. of. the PN o
buitress its:sea-denial capahility, and the possibil-
ity of acquiring-a-nuclear submarine from:China
4— if and when it fructifies ~ may augment this:
Military aims:must. neeessarﬂy flow from the
-apex political . or - national - objectives.. If one

acoepts thit prolonged Jow-intensity-confliot (LIC), | -

is an accepted: feature for‘l?aldstm. then the
induction“of the. first ma.rine "éommandoes ‘into

forces can |

agaln is.a uew quai.ipaﬁve din
t cannot. be
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They nvariably draw a veil
over our own capabilities whilst
exaggerating ‘that of Pakistan
— by highlighting particular
acquisitions out of context. The
Pakistani threat is deliberately .
magnified to make our enhanced

—

Comp'ansons between the Indian and

Paklstam navies often tend to exaggerate

- the importance of arms purchases by

Pakistan. The Pakistani navy, argues the

military  budget pahtsblgs i - guthor, has been a relatively neglected

times - of ‘economic crises

analysis goes unchallenged due’
to the lack of civillan defence
_experts who are independent of
the military and to the gmss
level cvf military - ignorance in

Indian defence analysts study- -
ing the Indo-Pak navies contrib-
ute to this mythology. They
contend that the asymmetry in.

the Indlo-Pak navies favours Pak-

“vigion '— only ' one havy,-the |
Pakistan Navy (PN) is analysed
' in isolation and ite recent pur-

arm of its defence.

PM‘L MVY'

dia; has*gong -in. fo
: dmensidnal bluewater navy

ing surface, subsurfs.oe and avi-

1 ation capabilities.

“The.IN, with & manpower of
approximately 50,000, has about !
40 major combat ships, more

- than S0 naval combat aircraft

These .sys-'|

The three"P-a Orions. for: ASW/MR,
smiall, lndlahasﬂvelpugrange'rupolev
‘Bear’ -aircraft wi

er, :
o i'more Godavarl«:lass
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clasadwtmyersanﬂeightsecondiMK

; hand:. Brooke and Garcia-class
frigates, Tndia has five modern .‘
Kashin-class missile ‘destroyers

oopters for'ASW thiree Godat
class missile des t:oyers emba:kﬂ“

and an untold numb of&wief‘

the PN: lies in the

e carrier underwatér lautiched’ O?ubmarln

equipped with the Kamov. hell-

upgradation’ requires : extensive |
support from the d,vﬂian sector
ot

;Hon : SF‘ :
and nmdei]ed on the - American—:

SEALS, first saw action’ in’Sri
Lanka and special Wesﬂand heli-






