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‘Once you come to policy, there is
no such’ thing as pure economic poli-
cy. If ‘one is dealinz with the envi-
ronment or with society, there is no
such thing as a pure ecopminic pheno-
menon- or a purely economic environ-
ment, It is part of a much wider
systenr, We would bz very ‘wrong if
-we were lo take the environment
are being divisible between the sociul

ment or the political environment. At
the same time, if one has to .deal
with these problems in their entirety,
it is. necessary to start with soms
basic discipline; otherwise, one cpds
with a rather amorphous inpression
of the tolal picture.

This country has never been a
single political entity, except in the
days of Ashoka, Akbar and then
. since  British rule. But it is, far
more than U.S.A, has been, a great
melting pot. We have a tremendous
heterogeneity, and vet, within the
boundaries of what we consider as
India, there are  certain-  common
bonds, common traditions, and com-
mon basic rituals, There s a shared
common fespect for uancient trads-
tion and, on the whole, a feeling
that there is g fuir 16t 1o be gained-
by staying together, rather thun by
being separate, 1t would be a very
sad duy if we were to try to make
this “country homogeneous.  Homo-
geneily would mean the assertion
of one patlern—sosnebody’s pauern
—all over the country: either the
pattern of the largest single lnngu:_lgc
group, . that is, the Hindi speaking
population or, such pattern as could
cmerge from the fact that semething
like 83 per cent of the population
is deemed under the ceénsus to be
Hindu. If any one of these or some
other were to be the assertive pattem,
it might not be readily acceptable
to all parts and segments of the
country because we ‘do. have people
who are different and who still want

I am emphasising this because some-
times there is an attempt to mot
merely value unity but to enforce: it
This is too large a country, too an-
cient ‘and heterogenous, to have the
kind of unity or homogeneity that,
we believe, has been achieved in
U.S.S.R. or in China or in Japan.

We speak a wide variety of lan-
guages and there is often much more
in “common between  people who
come from one part of mq counlry
regardless of which religion or what.
ever they - belong to, and people
from a different part of the country
where the religion  might be the
same but the Janguages or the cus
toms are  very difTerent, To give
an example, there are many people
who go abroad from India and say
that we Indians are vegetarians. This
is not true even of 31l the Brahmins
in the country. Many Brahmins take
meat or fish or both, If you take
the most vegetarian state in - this
country, namely, Gujarat, I would
request you to  remember
large part of the population of Gu-
jarat itself js tribal and is, therefore,
not vegetarian, There is a fairly
large part which is scheduled casts
and not vegetarian. A fairly Jarge
proportion” is Muslim_and not vege-
tarian. A fairly large proportion,
one of the highest in the country,

noot vegetarian, Ome cannot identify
what you might call the Indian
ethos with any particular type of
| behaviour or' g system of thinking
and action,

I have known eome Indians
abroad who' express horror that the
Chinese love to eat pigs and dogs.
I wonder how many of you are
aware (hat this is true in many parts
of India too. The Nagas love dogs;
stuffed dog is a delicacy for them.
Similarly, pigs are the favoured food
not only among the tribals of the
North East; they are glso the fa-
. voured meat of nearly all the sche-
‘duled castes nearly all over India.

I wish the government had been a
“little: more conscious of this fact in
“of its development program-
Tt is mo vse giving cows and
loes’ to' people who like to eat

pigs. < If you are concerned
their welfare. rather than  their

™ 6I,.Some S0Cio—

environment, the economic environ-,

comes NATIONA

economic aspects

ritualistic status  or the - advance
booking of their seats in heaven,
then, let us be concerned more
about what they can handle, deliver,
look - after, utilise. [ would have
much . rather preferred that our in-
tegrated  rural  development  pro-
gramme had been concetned a lot
more with pigs for the wellare of
the scheduled castes and scheduled
tribes than with distributing cows
and buffuloes, which a lot of them
do not know how o hamdle.

One needs to have a positive un-
derstanding of what this means and
not merely stress just the diversity.
Diversity has its uses, it has its pro-
blems but since we have it and we
are going ‘to have it, we should
emphasise that  different kinds of
people have different  needs and,
therefore, there should be different
programmes for them. For 5 coun-
try of this size with this population,
this diversity, but still eager to be
together, and it is in the interest of
all of us that it stays together, one
has got “to have a  perception of
what the differences are and which
conslitute segmented economic .mar-
kets. 1f some people have segment-
ed tastes, or segmented behaviour,
then anybody who is involved in
market research would tell you that,
if the segments are large enough-
they are relevant  for identification
of markets and a market oriented
business strateay,

A common  observation  made
about India, both outside and with-
in, is that India is very poor., You
talk ~ tosanybody concerned with
polities or with what “are described

_as_socialist values, and you will be

bility that we have or about our

military ~ power, or our achieve-
ments in  space and in  industry.
The basic  success thut  we. have

had, however, has reully been in
agriculture. Twenty years ago, there
were very serious doubts whether
India would ever be able 10 feed
its population, As of now, we are
bursting with -wheat stocks. - This
green revolution, which dates back
to the sixties, did not come about
all of a sudden. Since it is a very
important landmark in our history,
it is useful to know how it came
about. Unlike in the days of our

ancient glory, (whatever that meant)

when  agricultural  prosperity was
identified with the ferfility of the
soil, mainly in what is now Pak-
istan, and what were called the
rolling plains of Hindustan (namely
UP and Bihar), the green revolu-
tion in wheat started and is still
largely prominent in Punjab, Hury-
ana, Western UP, parts’ of Madhya
Pradesh and some parts of Raja-~
sthan. These areas were not consi-
dered very fertile in. the past: in
fact, they were subject to famine,
not just in ancient  history, but
Tight into the 20th century.  But
they have  benefited a  lot from
irrigntion  systems, The canal irri-
gation  sysiem of united Punjab
went mainly (o Pakistan,  but it
left behind a tradition and an ex-
perience of irrigated farming which
was invaluable when the new seeds
came into vozue,  Had these new
seeds been given  to people who
did not know about irrigated farm-
ing, it would have hbeen extremely
diflicult to get good response 1o
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probably the highest, is Rajput and"

reminded in no time that, may be
50 per cent or 40 per cent of the
population  is below the poverty
line. What is the poverty line? It
has been ' defined in’ India as ap-
proximately ~ Rs, 65 per head per
month at 1978 prices and in terins
of calories about 2000 calories per
day. This is a dismally low level,
You compare this with the defini-
tion of the poverty line-in the US,
where it is about ¢10,000 ot so per
farnily per year. But 1 would also
fequest you (o appreciate thal. by
this very distinclion, about half of
the population is above- the poverty
line. It is a question of describing
a glass as half-empty or. half-full,
Most market research analysts have
indicated that ‘out of the popula-
tion of 700 -million, approximately
100 million-have purchasing power
that would' .- equal the purchasing
power of any ‘rich country in the
world,  This is not a market size

- that you can'regard as small. One

can  get into - quantification “pro-

“blems. - One can-look—into—consii-—

mer behaviour,  saving behaviour,
and what not. All that I am saying
is that the extent of poverty in this
country should not blind us to the
fact. that we also have a very

“large market. ‘'We have large seg-

ments of the population whose pur-
chasing power is very large and,
therefore, this is a country in
which you can do & fair lot of
business. This is of relevance not
just  for foreign investment (of
which we have very Iittle, rightly
or wrongly) but also as a basic

.indicator for domestic investment
as well as for domestic marketing,

Let me . get on to something
which s very closely allied with

technology, with certain historical
developments, with certain geogra-
phical aspects. The greatest' success
that we have had since independ-
ence has been in agriculture, though
cvery  visiting foreigner asks or,
when an Indian visits abroad, he
is asked, about the nuclear capa-

the fruits of new research. Fortu-
nately, these came to farmers who
had rich experience, first in canal
irrigation and, - subsequently, also in
tube-well irrigation,

These are also the areas where
there has been a tradition of mili-
tary service.  You might - ask me
what ~ is the connection  between
militaty -~ service and  the techno-
logical break-through in agriculture.
I think  they “are closely inter-
related, It has nothing 10 do with
martial races or merely ethnic qua-
lities.  Please remember - that the
Bengal Army  of ‘the East India
Company and even much of the
Bombay = Army was recruited fill
1857 largely from UP (Hindustanis
as they were called), - particularly
Brahmins. It has, however, a lot

' toi'do with ‘the fact that'when you
~ have-
- military 'training of a ‘large number

militatry  recruitment ' and

of people from a certain area,'peo-

I pletget” acquainted with new: goods

and-. “‘new needs, " They ate” more
willing to accept a new discipline -
and they learn to do many things
a8 an organisation, They react,
therefore, not just as individuals
but as organised bodies of men.
What is more, it gives a secure
cash income while the people are
in service and a cash pension when
they retire. Some of us have for-

gotten what it means to have cash th

in. hand because cash is now far
more freely available. T remember
as a child in the 1930's and the
1940’s what. it meant to have cash,
It was® quite scarce. You might say
money had value then and has very
little value now but, leaving that
aside, I have known people get a
pension  of three rupees to five
rupess a month; and what a dif-
ference it used to make to their
families  in the Punjab, It also
meant that people had travelled to
different parts of the country and
the world and, therefore, their eyes

had opened to the possibilities B

‘that they have the..

advancement, If nothing. clse, they
got accustomed to having regular
foud, tea and liquor, which meant
that they had to have cash. They
got accustomed 10 velerinary care
of animals in the army, They them-
selves becume accustoimed (o betier
medical care. . They hud u certain
degice of minimum education. They
had  handled  some  mechanical
equipment, The organised trainng
that the army has provided has'
heen an extremely valuable factor.
in the bringing about of the green
1evolution,

The partition created a new kind
ol desperation, 'L'here is no other
word tor it, A lot of peopie in
this area suffered a greut shock
due to the -partition, and they were
acsperalely eager lo restore  what
they considered their former stan-
aurd of living, as also to do beiter
generally, In any case, a shock like
wis either finishes you off or it
inspires you w do something much
more’ and that is where, 1 think,
some of the genesis of the green
revolution lay. In addition to that,
it should be rememoered that Punjab
had an excellent administration for
revenue and agriculture,  Aiter the
partition, the aliotment of land was
done on a very scientific basis,

Much of the credit for that goes
woawo ndividuals, both ol e
indian - Civil  Service, M. S, Ran-
ditiva and  Tarok singn, who are
sull ative, They were not just civil
scivants,  Rundhaws  lounded - ihe
Puijub - Agricuitural University. - ung |
13 a4 greal colinoisseur ol lhe aris.
Tarlok Singh went on 16 becomes |
a member of the Plan%ing Commis- |
son. Turlok " Singh’s name is asso-
crated with -the best ftamine rejiet
mamivistered in British India.  In .
any case Punjab had a good tradi- |
won -of agricultural education, re-'
scarch and extension. These were
all things which tended 1o BEL (o- .
gether and to produce the green
revolution. e

it is not as if these conditions
have not been or cannot be repro-
auced elsewhere, You can see the
acnievements in  some other [w.ris
of the country. You take coustal
Andhra their achievement ip rice
nas been remarkable. You take rice
production in Thanjavur district of
Tamil Nadu, it has been remark-
aple. These are all areus where jrri- |
gauon has been extiemely - good, |
wiere educniional levels are Lairly
high, where the government admini-
stiation has been good tor law and
order and for irrigation, Please re-
member irvigation  depends a ot |
upon the government, not onjy |
canal irrigation but even well irrj- |
gatien.  What  has  distinguished
coastal Andhra and Thanjuvur from
Punjub has been that, on the whole,
m Punjab due~to land reforms as '
well ‘as various other factors, the
distribution of land is on the whole
far ‘more equitable than it has been
in Andhra or Thanjavur.

Let me deal with two points that
arise out of the green revolution
which are often commented upon

adversely, There are some people.
who damn the green rcvillulioff—,%&"”.
cause it has made the “lower” class-
es uppity, This is fundamental to
economic growth, whether the peo-
ple concerned are scheduled castes
or not, and whether they are local
people or imported labour, You
will find that when peopl . eare
terribly poor, they cannot rebel and
ey cannot agitate, In our last
great famine in Bengal in 1943-44,
3.5 million persons died of hunger.
Not a single food shop was looted.
That cannot happen now. For one
thing, there is no question of any
large number of people dying of
famine. OQur last bad crop was in
1980 and yet nobody died of famine,
For another, when people have their
stomachs reasonahly full, and when
they are somewhat better dressed |
than before, and they also¥now

: >INt to  vote |
and that they also have the right to
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watch T V, then they are going io
agitate, because they will have aspi-
rauons and they will like those
aspirations ¢o be {fulfilled. If they
were absolutely hungry, they would

. mot have 1he energy 1o agitate.
They would not have the energy

~ gevelopmental

to promote their interests, When
their stomachs are reasonably [ull,
they have the energy to agitate and
ey are conscious of their rights.
They are bound to be uppity..

- A second aspect is that, in India,
tensions . accentuaie
ciass-cum-caste problems, The rich
have, of course, become richer but
me poor have not become poorer,
they are becoming less: poor. The
point is very often raised that there
are few castes that have benefited
from this process. Now leave aside
Brahmins, whose importance is pri-
marily in terms of ritualistic status,
or because they have a dispropor-
tionate importance in administra-
tion and in the professional classes,
and who, therefore, stand to benefit
disproportionately from the bureau-
eratic expansion (both governmental
and commercial)  which is a com-
mon_feature of a control-state, The
mmportance of the Kshatriyas was
greatly reduced after the abolition

zamindari and the privy purses:

y are recovering some of their
‘earlier importance, partly because
of their renewed intercst in agricul-
ture, partly because
political balancing of  forces. The
Baniyas have always been economi-
cally important,  Please temember
that none of the three higher castes
{s numerically important, When
you have a universal right to vote,
it is not enough to have just eco-
nomic importance. You have also
got to have enough votes. When. it
comes to the number of those who
vote, it i3 the so-called lower castes
that are  of predominant import-
ance, becauss they would  consti-
eute more than three-fourthe of the
Hindu population. Since the caste
svstem is. found among the other
eommunities also, you can take it
mat they account for roughly three-
fourths of the total population too.

The tensions in the South which
marked the anti-Brahmin movement
nave almost disappeared there now,
becanse while the Brahmin might
still’ be part of the non-Brahmin
consciousness, he is not that mate-
tfal or important there any more.
The tensions and the conflicts that
matter are those on the ground be-
wween different sections of ¢he farm-
tng community, and between the
farm owning communities: and those
who work without owning the land.
At this level, the tensions are vio-
lent with no holds barred. You see
this phenomenon, for instance, in
the North west between the Jat and
the Chamar, in the South between
the  Nudars, Mudaliars and  the
Palayas, in ‘the East between the
Bhumihar|Yadav and the Chamar.
Within the fold of the green revo-
lutionaries, in Haryana, vou see it
between the Jat, the Ahir and the
Bishnoi, Accompanying these is the

of the new .

tensions between the small and large
farmers, the dry and the wet farm-
ers, and between those with rival
claims to water. Participation in the
green revolution has become ‘one
of the instruments of acquiring
power. There is rivalry in politics,
in administration and in cooperas
tive and educational institutions.

While it is a positive: achievement
to have better economic pertorm-
ance, please remember that there is
also a cost, and that cost is not
just  deficit. financing and  infla-
tion, it is  not _just - your for-
eign indebiedness. There is con-
flict, ‘tension. and = violence, There
was 'a lime when people of
the lower castes never attacked or
counter-attacked people of the high-
er castes. That is not so any more.
It was taken as normal in the olden
days for people of the higher in-
come or higher status groups to
take away the lands or women of the
people lower down. When you try

“to do this now, it is resisted. And

you get not only violence but an
explotive potential  for  violence,
This is what T would resard as the
cost of the green revolution, This
is ~ an inevitable cost. The
green  revolution -~ is..a great
success  story  hecause the henefirs
ountweigh the costs, The outcoma
will not be smooth, painless, quiet,
non-violent  process. There is no
such thine, - This country it not a
non-violent ' country nor are the
peonle non-vinlent, That is why 1
started by talking about vegetarian-
ism: we have too many false no-
tions about -ourselves.

Social and sectional  violence
is. not a new phenomenon, At the
risk of commiting blasphemy, let me
start- with the Epics, What are the
two famous Hindu Epics about? Do
they not portray violence from the

" beginning till the end? There is vio-

fence within and between families.
There: is violence against  women,
violencé'  of  the dominant Aryas
against the Rakshuasas. There is vio-
lance  of  the. superior castes
over - the. inferior castes. ~ ¥ the
Hindus ‘have a holy book, it is the
Gita. Where was it recited? What
was -the occasion for it? It was a
violent struggle  between cousins.
What happened on the battlefield
as a  result' of that battle? Entire
communities ~ were destroyed —
ostensibly - for  the victory of
righteousness. If you think that all
are -sagas of mythology, take the
major recorded history of what is

described  in text- books as the
Hindu period:  Kalhana's Rajtaras
ngani is  the history of  Kashmir

upte roughly 1100 A.D. It is again
a history of violence of every kind,
of civil wars, of wars against neigh-
bours, burning  of holy shrines,
melting of precious idols for their
bullion, oppression of the Brahmins
and the Buddhist mnnkq.. of atro-
cities against women, The greatest
oppression of the Brahmins of Kash-
mir was done by Hindu kings, long

before Mahmud Ghaznavi appear-

ed down in  the plains of Indus

valley, :
(To be concluded)
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I am not saying that India was
a picture of violence unalleyed, All
that | am saying is that violence has
been and is part of our ethos. Vio-
lence js an integral part of our his-
tory and life — just as sex is. The
green revolution is giving it an eco-
nomic base which is positive as com-
pared with the impoverishment and
misrule which - spawned the infam-
ous Pindaris, Thugs and dacoits of
Central’ India, You might ask, then
why the green revolulion ris not
made adequate headway elsewhere,
particularly in the areas east of Luc-
know? Mind you this is changing,
though Bihar and Orissa are still
pretty bad in agriculture,  During
the last ten years, there has been a
fair lot of growth of irrigation, of
new seeds and of marketing in Cen-
tral and Eastern U.P. At one time,
it almost appeared that, after the
introduction of bamboo  tube-wells
in North West Bihar, there would
be a major change there also es-
pecially in the old  districts of
Champaran and Saran, unfortunately,
this trend levelled off around the
mid-seventies. The trends during the
last five years in eastern U.P, have
been most encouraging.

Outputs

I am saying this not on the basis
of the inputs “distributed” but on
| the basis of the outputs, The statis-
tics ‘indicate more wells dug, mo:e
ferlilizer comsumption, as also much

so supported by the sales data of
the companies that sell consumer
- goods in these areas, The green
revolution has definitely spread to
Eastern  U.P.' 1 hope it spreads
more, It is still not comparable
with Punjab, not at all, But once
it gets going in Ganga valley, it will
be a lot cheaper than the green
revolution ia Punjab.  The wage
rates are lower, the land is more
“fertile, and there is not the same
need for initial pioneering invest
ment and the learning cost.

Even in West Bengal, till the mid-
Sevenlies, that is (o say, roughly
between 1970 and 1976, there were
hopeful signs that - the green revo-
lution wouid make headway, There
~was a fair lot of experimentation in
agricultural research and extension,
especially in evolving new strains of
paddy suitable for additional crops.
Bengal has been a producer of wheat
for quite sometime and there is
a second rice crop and a third rice
crop . in many districts. Unfortunate.
ly, all this tended to level off after
1976, due to a variety of reasons,
which I will .not go into, except to
stress that the reasons are not that
we cannot evolve new seeds or that
the Bengalis ' don’t work. These
lhings‘_?’tgui{; direction and political
- dmuaistvative motivation, They
£90d ' politics, or at least a

: requige
e political direction,

posit
e o
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low. pac'c of development in
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tackled because this large
part of the counlry cafnot be Jeft
“To-languish withour endangering the
whole country - Somehow in ow
consciousness, we have been much
more concerned about the divide bet-
ween the north and the south, than

country and the eastern region. This
divide is a lot more important than
Has been realized. This was so even

“in " ancient times, Much of what is
‘ealled Indian history is really the
history of north India,” Southern his-
tory was really tagged on to it as
part of -the effort for the cultural in-
-tegration -of sl 1\
after the 6th 1y A
1 concede a matter of
dispute and- debate, What is beyond
dispute is that much of the Eastern
region was oot really part of Arya-
varta or Hindustan, as those terms
were generally understood,

The eastern boundary of Arya.
varta, ie., Ancient Hindu North
India was at Varanasi, Any orthodox
Hindu who ‘went to the east of
Varanasi had to say his Ist prayers
before leaving' and, if he returned
-alive, he had to get purified after
return, Why? Because the lands to
the east of Varanasi were full of
what were described as rakshasas,
malechhas, heretics, blasphemers and
the like (including the heretical Bude
dhists and Jains), : The integration
| of this region that was coming abou
between the 7th and the 11th cen-
turies A,D, was disrupted by what
is described as the Islamic invasion,
which  was nothing more than a
Turko-Afghan invasion, reinforced
by an egalitarian ‘message, supported
with fast cavalry and ritually impure
gunpowder,

Muslim conquest

. If you leave aside the loot-raids
of Mahmud Ghaznavi and Moham.
med Ghori, the real so-called Mus-
lim conquest ~ was by the Khilji's
-around the end of the 12th century.
In less than two decades the armies
of Khilji marched - triumphantly from
Delhi to Mathuta and from Bhatinda
to Dhaka, As prof,  Habib, the Ali.
garh historian has asserted, this was
not so much a conquest by Islam or
its conquering sword, No sword or
cavalry can move that fast success-
fully., It could come about only
because the social structure was so
rotten that the invading armies were
welcomed as liberators by many sec-
tions of the ‘population, They had
no stake in-the state or the society
of that time, Or, take a more re-
cent example. within our living me-
mory. In 1971, the Indian army
could not have liberated Bangladesh
by the force of arms alone within.a
forinight of . hostilities, Had it en-
countered a. hostile - - population in
Bangladesh, why the Indian army,
all the armies of the world would
have sunk in the sit of the Gangs
in Bangladesh, It is' one of ‘the most
difficult terrains in the world, if
you have to fight for every inch,

What I am stressing is that this
kind of alienation from the main-
stream that large groups of people
.some to feel is a dangerous thing.
I am not saying that people in the
eastern region would secede from the
country or anything like that, If any
large set of people feel rightly or
wrongly, that they are being ignored,
or slighted by the larger community
or that they are not accepted as an

very orts  cncouragement - given,
: "’".I.?ﬁ&ngp?m‘cummtmar ~TeAsons -

The

*historical -~ tNe country, T ik th
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By R. K. Hazari

integral part
then, whether you get internal pro-

of the community,’

blems or you get border problems, !
vou have difficulties, In the eastern’
region, we have not only  poverty |

and backwardness, we have much
more ethnic diversity than most of
us have realised. There are ethnig
problems not merely in the tribal
north east, but also in south Bihar,
in ‘Orissa, and even in West Bengal,

This divide is more intense than

the familiar one between the north '

and the south, which was somehow
bridged over many centuries by the
establishment of a common Hindu
orthodox tradition and, in more re-
cent years, by a quicker pace of
economic and educational develop-
ment in the peninsula, A large part
of the population of the eastern
region is either Mongoloid or
Austroloid, The bulk of them may
be  classified = as Hindus in the
Census,  but  they. are ethnically
distinguishable from the mainstream,
A conscious and concerted effort is
required  to integrate them.

You have to go to Bihar to find
out what unproductive land owner.
ship can mean. Land is unequally
owned even in’' Coastal Andhra, but
the large Andhra farmers are known
at least for their high productivity.
There has been no land reform
worth the name in Bihar. The large
land owners have, in general, parti
cipated little in “the green revolus

higher food procurement. This js al- ' tion, Floods are an annual or bie

annpal otcurrence in most parts of
the eastern’ region; they might re.
new the fertility of the ‘soil but they
discourage permanent improvement
of the land. There has been little
attention to the promotion of rabi
cultivation ‘which could be relatively
safe against  floods of, for that
matter, 1o the
maintenance of transport and mar-
keting facilities, The old handicraft
industries of the eastern region were
undermined long ago. Most of the
industries that were: sef up under
British auspices - got into trouble
from the mid-sixtiés when the plan
holiday started. Jute textiles have
suffered even more than cotton
mills. Much of the recent expansion
in coal has been outside Bengal and

improvement and

Bihar. Tea has, on the whole, done:
well in the last ten vyears but al-

most no new industry has been

going to the eastern region for gq.

variety of reasons.

Eastern region

I think it would be verv sad if
we were to neglect the problems
of  the eastern region any longer,

Let me take you back a little into

some  post-independence  history.
Why was a deliberate attempt made
to locate so many new public sector
‘industrial units in  Bangalore and
later in Hyderabad? Why were funis
form prices and tariffs fixed:. for
coal and steel? Why was so ‘much
partly, “for
but alsdHor
political reasons, to the deveiopment
of Bombay? Why were two- oil re
fineries located' in. Bombay in the
early fifties? - Why = was  Madras,
under Rajaji and the Chief Mini-
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sters who followed him, allowed to-

run  “preductive” overdrafts on the

the divide beiween the rest of the . Reserve Bank long before the prac-

tice caught on in all the states?
Apart from security considerations
of .developing  new facilities well
away from the borders, there was
quiet rightly

from the politically dominant,
peninsula _had to be m

worthwhile.. You can kee
parts of the country together bvw

being deliberately generous in  the

treatment of areas and segments

that otherwise might feel that they:

are not an integral part of the com-
munity, This treatment requires to
be extended to the eastern region.
Tt is.ethnically different and, at the

extremes, it has been exposed a lot:

more to the army and the police

than to the more positive cconorpic_ 4
aspects of post-independence Indian

‘administration. :
Professional persons ars few in

number but they have a strong vests |

ed interest in the unity of the couns
try, because their business and their

promotional prospects depend upon |

haying large and expanding markets
all over the country.

In olden days what unity thers
was in the concept of India rested
largely upon the common Brahmin
tradition, which could enjoy sanctity
and ‘acceptance only when the social
structure was  explicitly inegalita.
rian. Political unity was hardly reles
vant then,” Now that it is of para-
mount and perennial = importance.
One needs strengthening of cement-
ing factors and forces, so that there
may be continued vested interest in
keeping the country together. The
green revolutionaries who have con-
tributed so much to, economic
achievement do not- need to have
the same  compulsive interest in
national unity as  the professional
classes have: their interests are res-
tricted either to a particular dis-
trict or 10 a particular crop: that
does not make the farmers less
patriotic, it is just that their inter-
ests are more sectional. ik

Loyalties

In a federal society (I am mnot
talking about a federal state or
federal constitution), one must ex-
plicitly recognise sectional loyalties
to ones’ state or ones’ association,
or one's religion or one's ethnic
kinship group, provided all these

are subordinate to one’s paramount -

loyalty to the country as a whole.
In the army, all ranks are fiercely
proud- of their regiments and their
battle slogans; that dose not mean
that they are disloyal to the army
as a whole, far from it. At the
same time, one has to strenethen
those elements whose own sectional
vested interests hinge explicitly and
directly upon the unity of the na-
tional market, This is what T see
as the key political role of the pro-
fessional classes, few though thay
are in numbers. as distinct from
the skills that they contribute,

{Concluded)

a feeling that the
peninsula should not feel alienated
orth -
-to |

different
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