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G. D. BIRLA
. » .« king rmaker
~\OR ONCE the mighty
Birlas are being blud-
geoned in Parliament. Like
Humpty-Dumpty they had
a great fall, thanks to the
young, leery-eyed Bombay
economist, Dr. R. K. Hazari.

But not all the king's men in
the Congress Party — the Bhu-
valkas, Babubhais and Himmat-
singkas—have failed to put them
together again.

And worse, the whole of Indira
Gandhi’s Government is under a
cloud of suspicion following Ar-
jun Arora’s allegation made- in
the Congress Party meeting dur-
ing the discussion on the Hazari
report that some of her Ministers
are ‘'in the payroll of the Birlas.

LACKEYS

Arora determinedly under-
‘ lined in the Rajya Sabha on Mon-
‘day that his name was Arjun
- which meant that he was not the
type who would run away.

But before Indira could com-
plete her pow-vows with Arjun
the Brave on whom the Birlalac

keys are in her Council of Mi-
nisters, the storm broke in “the
.Ldk Sabha on Tuesday.

‘It was sparked by a calling at-
tention  motion filed by the ever
vigilant 8, M. Bannerjee and
others to discuss Arora’s sensa-
tional revelations in  his own
party meeting.

" Before ' 'the - Prime Minister
could rise Giant Killer  George
staggered to:his feet to question

her moral authority to give a.

reply. Reason: the eldest of the
Birlas brood had told him soon
after the General Election that
he was trying his best to instal
Indira as the P.M.! :

That only proved that Fernan-
des was in the confidence of- the
Birlas, not she - snapped the
Prime Minister,

PRIVILEGE

There were several rounds of
pandemonium. In one of the in-
‘tervals Bannerjee rammed home
some hot stuff. He named Satya
Narayan Sinha; K. C. Pant and
son of a Cabint Minister as re-
ceipients of dollops from the Bir-
las.

Madhu Limaye who does his

' home work well put the whole

train of allegations on an entirely
different rail. He had already
tabled a privilege motion against
the Indira Government on this
count, he announced:

8. A. Dange would add one
more. ground to Madhu's charge,
namely, former Home Minister
Nanda’s charge that Birlas had

45 MPs under his control. As I
write thie piece the Speaker has
not spoken up on this issue which,
if true, is certainly more prickly
than that posed by Haridas Mun-
dhra in January 1958.

This dramatic turn in the Lok

Sabha has overshadowed the
marathon debate in the = Upper
House on the Hazari report on

the mechanics by which the Bir-
las became a giant,

Monday’s debate had a rare
quality in this that the general
run of Congressmen and the Left
Opposition spoke more or less in
the same idiom while Babubhai
Chinai and Bhuvalka of the
Congress and Jana Sangh’s Bhan
dari spoke somewhat in unison,

ANATOMY

The best piece was that of Con-

gress Party Secretary = Chandra
Shekhar who started it all, He
was . the chief accuser. He

came to kill and. succeeded emi-

nently. He was supplemented by

Bhupesh Gupta, M. P. Bbhargava
and Niren Ghosh. .. %5

Among the supporters of Birlas

- were Babubhai Chinai, Bhuvalks

and Bhandari. .At this point of
time the Swatantra has not shown
its hand. ‘ LA

‘manipulated an import

Chandra- Shekhar and Bhupesh
Gupta laid bare the anatomy . of

the biggest industrial octopus that -

goes by the name of the Birla
House, built on “political corrup-
tion, blackmail and bribery.”

The Congress Secretary describ-
ed the Birlas “as the greatest me-
nace to this country” and went
or. digsecting their ugly anatomy.
Here are some of his breath-tak-
ing revelations:

Before independence the Bir-
las evaded income tax to the
tune of Rs. 12 crores and ulti-
mately compromised with Gov-
ernment.

MENACE

- They are keeping a company
in  New York: and another in
London for the exclusive pur-
pose of running the invoicing
racket.

In November 1964 the Enforce-
ment Directorate raided  Tex-
maco, seized incriminating docu-
ments, ordered the arrest of one
of the Birla family. What hap-
pened to those papers?

Seventy-five of the Birla® firms
have no capital, no assets.

The Hindustan Motors recently
' licence.
But who are being prosecuted?
Minor frys and no Birlas. © =

arliament puts
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Chandra Shekhar exhibited five
samples of the Birla textiles - in
which they have given wrong spe-
cifications, to swindle ' the exche-
quer. By using wrong specifica-
tions the Birlas have evaded four
Paise in excise duty on  every
meter of cloth, ]

Bhupesh Gupta almost ran - out
of his immense stock of adjectives
in describing . the Birla . House.
wfhey are the past-masters in
double entry book-keeping not
only in trade but also _in. poli-

tics.”

SECRET

They were a menace to publie
life! They were buyirg up Cong-
ress Ministers “cheap”!! 1

Niren Ghosh disclosed that the
Hindustan Times owned by the
Birlas was given a Rs. 50 lakh
Joan from the LIC.as if the Bir<
las cannot find that much money.

All of them demanded inquiry,
the Vivian Bose type or any
other, Only Babubhai Chinal
dissented.

What startled me most
M. P. Bhargava's quote from t))e
Hazari report, hamely, that
“without almost any money the
Birlas have been doing business
in lakhs and crores.”

was

1f only one knew the trade
secret of becoming a crore-
pati almost without a Paisa
in the pocket! -
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